
 
 
 
KNOWING WHAT YOU ARE AIMING FOR                             
Based on an anecdote written by Heinrich Böll 

                                  

 
 
 
A young, well-dressed tourist is taking pictures of an idyllic summer scenery by the sea. A fisherman dozes in the 
sun in his colorful rowboat that he had pulled up onto the sandy beach. The tourist’s camera is clicking away and 
the fisherman wakes up.  

“The weather is great”, says the tourist.  There’s plenty of fish in the sea, so why are not going out and catching 
some?” The fisherman rubs his eyes. Then he replies with a little smile:  
“I caught enough this morning.”   
 
 
“Really? But just imagine,” the tourist says, “you could go out there three or four times a day and you would  
bring home three or four times as many fish! Wouldn’t that be great? And then do you know what could happen?” 
The fisherman shakes his head.   
 
 
“After a year you could buy yourself a motorboat,” says the tourist. “After two years you could buy a second one, 
and after three years you could have even a fishing trawler or two.”   
“Really? And then?” asks the fisherman. 
 
 
“And then? Just think! One day you might be able to build a freezing plant or a smoke house for your fish. You 
might eventually even get your own helicopter for tracing fish swarms and guiding your fleet of trawlers, or you 
could buy your own trucks to ship your fish to the capital!”  “Really? And then?” the fisherman asked.  
 
 
“And then”, the tourist continues triumphantly slowing down his words, “….you could sit at the beachside, dozing 
in the sun and looking at the beautiful ocean!”  The fisherman looks at the tourist: “Thanks for the friendly advice. 
That is exactly what I was doing before you came along.”  

*** 

Sometimes the things we are aiming for are closer than we think.   
What are you aiming for in 2015? 

All the best for it and may your personal wishes come true… 

 
 
 
 

*** 
 
 

IAK – we support individuals, teams and organizations to become what they want to be! 


